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Obituary Notice.	 479
OBITUARY NOTICE OF DECEASED FELLOW.
THOMAS BOYLE GRIERSON. By J. SHAW, Tynron.
(Read 13th February 1890 .)
Dr Grierson of Thornhill, a zealous local antiquarian and
naturalist, passed away from among us on 26th September
1889. He was the only son of the late William Grierson,
draper, Dumfries, in which town he was born 19th February
1818. He had thus completed his seventy-first year. His
father, in conjunction with a friend, issued the circular,
seventeen years after the poet Burns' death, calling attention
to the desirability of building a mausoleum over his ashes.
He was secretary to the local Burns Club, and his son used
to relate how the great Wedgewood punch-bowl of the club
was taken to the house on the night of its arrival, and the
month old naturalist " handselled " it by his father setting him
inside it. His father acquired a small residential property,
Grovehill, near Thornhill ; and Dr Grierson, after finishing
his medical education in Edinburgh, practised for a short
time in Moniaive, and afterwards in Thornhill, where he
remained during the rest of his life. Dr Grierson's tastes
were versatile, and all through life he was an eager and
omnivorous collector. The late Duke of Buccleuch, through
his late chamberlain, Mr John Gilchrist Clark, having been
made aware of his extensive collection crowded into a nar-
row room, granted a site on favourable terms, and assisted
him to build a museum to contain them, which is now an
ornament to the village of Thornhill and an attraction to all
seekers after knowledge in the locality. It is perhaps as
varied and valuable a collection as ever was gathered to-
gether by a private individual in Scotland. It is particu-
larly rich in local antiquities.
As a botanist, Dr Grierson preferred living plants to
pressed specimens. His extensive garden contained many
shrubs and plants, but there was no attempt at system in
the arrangement ; and the whole park had the appearance of
a wilderness, interspersed with stone crosses, old baptismal
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480	 Obituary Notice.
fonts, querns, and other antiquarian objects not liable to
waste in the open air.
It was a principle with Dr Grierson that a botanist ought
to assist nature in giving variety and beauty to the flora of
a district. For this purpose he used to scatter the seeds of
many of his garden plants by the wayside, in old church-
yards, railway embankments, and waste places. Among
these, which, through this practice, have lived with us for a
quarter of a century, are .A1limn, oleraceum, Acid wood,
Tynron ; Luzula nivea, Churchyard, Dalgarnock, and pro-
bably a few others looked on as garden stragglers.
His patients were often irritated at the way in which he
would dismount from his pony to chase a rare butterfly,
or go miles around for a monster lamb or a Roman pot.
Next to collecting, his passion was to exhibit and explain
what he had gathered. He sometimes entertained the school
children of the district for miles around, who would come to
the museum, and who were rewarded by having small prizes
distributed to those who could write the best essay on the
contents of the garden and the museum. He scarcely ever
went from home, unless to attend the meetings of the British
Association, where he was a well known character in several
of the sections. He was interested in education, and especi-
ally in the teaching of science in schools, and was for many
years a member of Morton School Board and President of
the Thornhill Mutual Improvement Society. For a number
of years he conducted a society of enquiry, which met in
his museum for the discussion of subjects of scientific or
public interest. Although broadly tolerant in speculation,
he was always reverent. Next to his museum he was inter-
ested in young men in the district who betrayed any special
gift, and was eager to assist young or old in the pursuit of
knowledge, whether from nature or from books. He has left
his garden, museum, and library under trust for the benefit
of the public of the district.
Supplementary Remarks by Rev. W. M. M`Donald on
Dr Grierson.
As an only child, Thomas Boyle Grierson was allowed
very much to follow the bent of his own inclinations or
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Dr Thomas Boyle Grierson.	 481
tastes. I do not think it is likely he would have many
companions, if any. While other boys would go in for fun,
or even boyish mischief, he had his enjoyment in collecting
plants, insects, and a variety of other lower animals. In
fact, the boy was father of the man. He was a naturalist
from his earliest recollection, and all through a many-sided
mortal, neither easily understood nor easily described. His
general knowledge was extensive, but not minute, and what
he did know, he was ready on all proper occasions to com-
municate. He was inquisitive in the extreme, erratic,
enthusiastic, easily captivated with novelties ; hence a great
hobby rider, till something fresh or more original arrested
his attention,—very guarded and careful in his speech. His
veneration was high, and no man could accuse him of utter-
ing anything bordering on unbelief. Nevertheless he was
speculative, and preferred to ask questions on any disputed
subject rather than express any doubtful opinions.
During the forty years odds of his practice he was a care-
ful collector of antiquities. While he had an eye to every-
thing worth possessing, I do not think he offended anybody
in coming into possession of lots of things, when they under-
stood that they would be carefully preserved. When I
suggested the preservation of the " Old Mortality " white pony,
he was most indignant at me for imagining that an animal of
such superiority should ever be a spectacle to the public in
his museum.
I saw him several times before his death, and was among
the first, if not the first, to tell him I dreaded a fatal issue.
While he spoke of the museum as a valuable collection, his
mind was more occupied with the conflict through which he
was passing, and the solution of the great problem which
was near at hand.
Grierson was a unique, passive rather than combative,
sympathetic, original, and peculiar character, and he has left
no successor in the midst of us.
TRANS. BOT. SOC. VOL. XVIII.	 2 Y
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